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on Allied ships. Relatively few were taken prisoner. The
rest were wiped out. It was one of the most terrible defeats
of history. And the Turks marched onwards, to drive the
Greeks on the European mainland from Thrace.
But the way to Thrace led through Constantinople,
which was occupied by the Allies. So the entry of the Turks
into Constantinople would mean the renewed flaring up of
the World War.
Lloyd George fell. The Turks approached Constantinople.
There was nobody to resist them. Paralysed with fear, Europe
saw the danger of another conflagration drawing closer.
I was just busy packing my cabin-trunk and wondering
about buying a new Gillette in New York, when the Berlin
office of the United Press rang me up and read out a cable
from K. A. Bickel, General Manager and later President
of the telegraph agency:
'bickel cables quote new developments suggest obvious
importance having direct service Constantinople event
occupation by kemal stop rush bing Constantinople quickest
possible stop view bings experience hopefulest he might
join kemal unquote'
I closed my cabin-trunk and put it on one side, adjourning
consideration on the matter of a new Gillette. I then inter-
viewed the ex-Khedive of Egypt, Abbas Hilmy Pasha,
whom the British had dethroned in 1914 in favour of his
cousin, King Fuad, father of the present young King
Farouk, about his reaction to Kemal Pasha's victory. I
promised on my word of honour that I would keep his
residence in Berlin strictly secret and would not publish
the interview until he had left the city. Then I 'rushed
Constantinople quickest possible' and shortly afterwards
found myself once more standing on the shores of the fairy-
like Bosporus, this time as a civilian, bearing not a sword,
but a much more useful if less impressive instrument, a
Remington portable.